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NOCTURNE IN G Tucked away
in the after-dark quiet of the burly
area behind the Port Authority Ter-
minal is an appealing oasis called
Giordano (947-3883 and 4). Behind an
unpretentious facade at 409 West 38th
Strest—turm west off Ninth Avenue
at the corner market and Lincoln Tun-
nel sign—there is a striped éanopy,
grillwork and a wall lamp.

Inside is one of those Big Apple sur-
prises—an established Italian restau-
rant you would expect to find down in
Greenwich Village or along Mulberry
Street. Even more surprisingly, there s
a deliﬁht]"ui little lounge-room by the
bar where a young Greek named Kos-
mas sings and plays nightly from 8
to 12:30, except on Mondays.

There were Broadway Playbills post-
ed +y the reservations desk, where a
neatly clad woman smiled in welcome.
But the ambiance of the cocktail sec-
tion, where couples and family groups
familiarly lined the bar, was Old World
serenity and charm. The Décor |s taste-
fully conservative and cheerful,

At the bar recently, one couple were
sipping Bloody Marys ($2.45 each).
A few feet away, in the open-alcove
lounge, the - young entertainer was
singing and playing “La Vie En Rose”
at the piano.

SETTLING DO “Let me move
you scross,” said a young black-tied
waiter, named Tony. He carried the
two drinks into the homey aleove, with
its comfortable cluster of tables and
divan: and a subdued, old-fashioned
chandelier, Other seated couples were
enjoying the entertainer, who was spot-
lighted against a brick wall. There were
three oil paintings, one of a middle-
zged pair that spelled family. They
were the parents from Trieste whe
founded Giordano years ago, the waiter
explained, Their sons are the present
proprietors. Tony added that the restau-
rant had three dining rooms, one an
open garden.

“But just relax in here as long as you
like and enjoy the music," he said.

It was easy to do just that The
multilingual singer has a full, warm
volce. Kosmag was also a friendly man,
welcomin #quntl and treating- one
elderly near the piano with special
deference.

switched to his guitar for
“Spanish Eyes” in Spanish, then the
lively “Femina” in Italian and a cluster
of Neapolitan folk ballads. “And now
back to Broadway,” he said, back on
the piano bench for “A Chotus Line”
and “What I Did for Love.”

HOWARD THOMPSON
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Giordano
Adding to the international accent of
Old World restaurant Giordano (409
W,_ 3_9 !Sg, 94?-38&) is a pianist/
itarist/singer na Kosmas He per-
f:rms all of the usual piano bar s{:m
dards with a twist: He does them in
a dwergmy of languages. In the couch.
lined piano bar of this favorite New
York eatery with northern Italian cui-

sine, Kosmas's bill of fare varies from
Seamsh { T;unadz") to' Brazilian
("Honesty”) to American M-O-R hits
("For All We Know"). Kosmas and
his melodic song book fnternationale
provide a relaxing note for an after.
dinner Sambuca. A perfect  spot for
New Yorkers and tourists, Giordano's
requests that men wear jackets. L J
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A favorite troubadour with natives and visitors

alike, Kosmas plays his guitar and piano as he sings
his exciting repertoire of songs—in five languages!—
at the intimate Piano Lounge of the fine Italian res-

taurant, Giordano's. (409 W. 39th)
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+ « - BRAVO: singer-pianist Kosmas at Glordano.
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